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February 29, 2008 
 
John Muller, Chair 
San Francisco Bay Regional Water Quality Control Board 
1515 Clay Street, Suite 1400 
Oakland, CA 94612 
  
Dear Chairman Muller and members of the Board: 
  
We are writing to express our support for including trash as a pollutant of concern in the Water Board’s 
pending Municipal Regional Permit (MRP).  Trash and marine debris are an urgent concern affecting our 
waterways that have not yet been effectively addressed by local water quality regulations.  The permit 
should require measurable, enforceable reductions in trash discharged to creeks and the Bay.  The 
trash provisions in the Tentative Order could be a historic step in reducing trash and marine debris in San 
Francisco Bay, but we strongly recommend that the Board increase accountability and oversight as well 
as tighten up the timeline before adopting them in the Final Order.  
 
Trash in the Bay is a serious problem: it is widespread, growing, and harms protected water uses.  The 
Water Board’s own study found that, on average, there are three pieces of trash along every foot of 
stream and creek leading to the Bay.  Because much of the trash in our water is plastic, it never 
biodegrades and accumulates in massive amounts.  Trash affects water quality and wildlife.  Animals get 
entangled by trash, suffer and die.  Further, wildlife frequently cannot tell trash apart from their regular 
diets, and eating this "junk" food with no nutrients leads to starvation.  Trash pollution deters recreation at 
creeks, shorelines, and beaches.   
  
Trash may be the most controllable urban runoff pollutant: proven cleanup measures and infrastructure 
can prevent trash from reaching receiving waters.  Please ensure that trash provisions in the upcoming 
MRP require measurable reductions in trash discharge, specify enforceable measures and timelines for 
implementation, and require cities and counties to make their trash data accessible to the public.   
  
Preventing trash pollution of our waterways is an important priority; we encourage the Board to take 
action on this problem. 
  
Thank you for your consideration.     
 
Sincerely,  
 
David Lewis 
Save The Bay 
 
David Beckman 
Natural Resources Defense Council 

Warner Chabot 
Ocean Conservancy 
 
Sejal Choksi 
San Francisco Baykeeper 



Bryan Early 
Californians Against Waste 
 
Linda Hunter 
Farallones Marine Sanctuary Association 
 
Mike Perlmutter 
Audubon California 
 
Dan Jacobsen 
Environment California 
 
Danielle Fugere 
Friends of the Earth/Bluewater Network 
 
Frances Gulland 
Marine Mammal Center 
 
Andria Ventura 
Clean Water Action 
 
Kim Delfino 
Defenders of Wildlife 
 
Melissa Hippard 
Sierra Club, Loma Prieta Chapter 
 
Dr. Dick Bailey 
Lake Merritt Institute 
 
Karen Smith and Rich Luibrand 
Bay Area Sea Kayakers 
 
Florence LaRiviere 
Citizens Committee to Complete the Refuge 
 
Patrick Rump 
Literacy for Environmental Justice  
 
Michael Closson 
Acterra 
 
Jeff Miller 
Alameda Creek Alliance 

Josh Bradt 
Urban Creeks Council 
 
Eli Saddler 
Golden Gate Audubon Society 
 
David Gordon 
Pacific Environment 
 
Marc Holmes 
Bay Institute  
 
Peter Thorner 
San Francisco Boardsailing Association 
 
Nancy Bernardi and Larry Johmann 
Guadalupe-Coyote Resource Conservation District 

 
Laura Baker 
East Bay Chapter of the California Native Plant Society  
 
Richard McMurtry 
Santa Clara County Creeks Coalition 
 
Marley Spilman 
Friends of Coyote Creek Marley Spilman 
 
Larry Johmann 
Western Waters Canoe Club  
 
Mondy Lariz  
Northern California Council Federation of Fly Fishers 
 
Michael Brinkley 
Flycasters, Inc. 
 
Marty Seldon 
California Fisheries Restoration Foundation 
 
Robert Ovetz 
Seaflow 
 
Elizabeth O'Shea 
SPAWNERS (San Pablo Watershed Neighbors Education 
and Restoration  Society) 



 


